A boy was attacked with symptoms for which it was deemed proper to apply a dozen leeches to the pit of his stomach, and, when they had dropped off, some burnt linen was put to the parts, and the patient was left for the remainder of the day. When he was visited, his bed was found full of blood, and the hemorrhage continued in spite of every attempt to arrest it. Three and twenty hours after the leeches were applied, he was carried to La Charite.
was in vain applied, and the actual cautery was had recourse to, but not until the boy was too far exhausted; the extremities were cold, pulse nearly gone, and the voice extinct. He died in two hours after his admission. Dissection. Nothing remarkable was observed, except the absence of blood from the heart and all the tissues. M. Bricheteau calculated that the quantity of blood lost amounted, at least, to three pounds; and, for the purpose of ascertaining, as far as possible, the correctness of his opinion, he collected the blood that flowed from a leech-bite in the thigh, and which was suffered to flow for some hours. The rectum was cancerous to the extent of two or three inches.
